[Transitional pre-B-cell ALL].
An 18-month-old girl was referred to our hospital because of fever and pancytopenia. On admission, her bone marrow nuclear cell count was 45,000/microliter, being mostly blasts with cleaved nuclei. The leukemic cells were negative for peroxidase staining, expressed CD10, CD19, CD34 and sIg mu, and did not express sIg kappa and lambda, corresponding to a minor subpopulation of B cells known as transitional pre-B-cells (TPBs). Since TPB-ALL has been reported only infrequently, the incidence and clinical picture of this rare type of ALL are still uncertain. Extensive immunophenotypic studies to determine the expression of sIg mu, sIg kappa and lambda will provide accurate diagnosis, which is essential for effective management of this condition.